
NEWSLETTER  

 Once again we have concluded our annual workshop at the HEB Foundation with a roaring 

success. We met new folks and re-acquainted with friends.   

 We were exposed to the environmental wonders of the Frio River Canyon, how to shoot a 

bow, fly fishing techniques and improving our outdoor photographic skills. We  listened to stories of 

Native Americans, built kites, identified birds, made paper and created the stars.  

 We hit across the curriculum with sessions pertaining to Math, Science, Language Arts and 

Social Studies.  We touched the whole child. For example; the session of hot air balloons not only uses 

the Math and Science TEKS, but it includes History. Hot air balloons were used for observations   

during the Civil War.  

 These are just a tip of the iceberg in what our workshop brought back to the educators 

throughout the state of Texas.  Everyone was positive about the sessions and had great ideas and suggestions. In most of the     

conversations, the question arose, ñhow can we promote this terrific resource to educators in our state?ò This is the challenge I am 

facing and your ideas and suggestions have started me down the path. How do we bring outdoor education across the curriculum? 

What activities do the teachers of Texas need and want to make lessons with outdoor education relevant to their subject?  

 Please keep the ideas and suggestions coming.  This is your organization and it is designed for your needs in the class-

room. Contact me with what you would like to see presented. 

 Iôm looking forward to working as your President of the Texas Outdoor Education Association. 

 

Karen Howden 

Jhowdencc@aol.com 

361-986-1268 
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Did you enjoy the teacherôs workshop at Echo Valley in early October last year? Or 

have you enjoyed one in years past? Have you ever thought about bringing your class to 

one of the free camps available at the H.E. Butt Foundation Camp to share the experi-

ences you had but didnôt have a clue how to make it happen?  

Fear not, staff at the H.E. Butt Foundation Camp are committed to helping you bring 

your students to the camp to use the facilities and share in the extraordinary experi-

ences. The camp staff can provide curriculum for groups from 10 to 200, directions for 

food service, help with your camp preparations, transportation requirements, insurance 

requirements and virtually everything else you need except your schoolôs approval.  

Actually, they can help there too.  

 You can contact William Collins at wcollins@hebuttcamp.org or John Kerr at 

jkerr@hebuttcamp.org and they will guide you through the process. Or, go to 

www.hebuttcamp.org to see general information about the free camping. 

Want to take your class to HEB Foundation Camp? 
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Although Friday and Saturday morning were beautiful, the rains came Saturday afternoon and many 

of the sessions were forced inside or at least under a roof somewhere, but others went on in the rain 

and drizzle that continued through Sunday morning. As everyone was leaving on Sunday, the skies 

cleared and the sun shown. The rain certainly didnôt dampen the spirits and enthusiasm of the work-

shop participants. Fishing, hiking, bird watching, Native American history, archery and many other 

outdoor activities continued in the light to moderate rains. 

Don Carter, President for 2009, organized a great lineup of presenters and sessions for the workshop, 

blending many of the older ñtried and trueò sessions with several new ones. All of the sessions were 

well attended and the participants appeared to enjoy what they were learning. Many were especially 

thrilled to participate in the same learning process that they will take back to their students. 

The new executive board has already started on preliminary plans for the 2010 Annual State 

Teacher Workshop which is scheduled for October 1-3, 2010. Mark it on your calendar and 

make plans to come next year. If there is a particular session you would like to see presented, 

please contact Karen Howden, ( Jhowdencc@aol.com ) the 2010 workshop coordinator, and 

she will try to accommodate your request. The board is endeavoring to provide a workshop 

that reflects what you want. 

Being an officer is more than work...itõs FUN!! 
Thursday afternoons before the Annual Workshop, the TOEA  

officers and helpers start arriving at the camp to set up.         

Although some might find this time stressful and hard work,  it 

isnõt. We have a few meetings, unpack the trailer, eat some  

wonderful food, laugh, visit, laugh some more and in between it 

allé.we setup signs, tables, chairs and more so you will have a 

wonderful workshop experience.  

The rest of the year we meet several times, email hundreds of 

times and work on ideas to make your TOEA better for you. We 

can always use input from you, our members, concerning       

presenter ideas, entertainment ideas, and ways to help each of 

you implement what you learn in your classroom. We also can 

use your help by becoming more involved...so when itõs time for 

officer elections...step on up and give it a try!!  

Contact Don Carter at DCarter2@sbcglobal.net or 281-733-

4152 if you are interested in becoming an officer.  

ñAnyone who says 

sunshine brings 

happiness has never 

danced in the rain.ò   

~Author Unknown   
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Workshop not dampened by a little rain... 

October 2010  

Su Mo Tu W Thu  Fri  Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Mark the dates 
for  

next yearôs 
workshop! 

Join us on Facebook!! 
Just search for  

TOEA 
and join the group! 
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Esther Lopez was announced as the 

recipient of the John Fortner Award 

for the Outstanding Outdoor Educa-

tor for 2009. Esther was presented the 

award by Don Carter at the annual 

meeting. Esther has been active in 

TOEA since 1981 having been a pre-

senter for many years and she served 

on the board as Recording Secretary in 

1986 and 1987. She  retired from 

teaching PE and outdoor education in the   Edinburg I.S.D. in 2009, but 

continues to teach at various outdoor education camps and workshops 

as she has for the past 29 years.  

Esther Lopez accepts 
John Fortner Award 

Questing-A Book Review by Karen Howden 

 A couple of months ago, I was approached to investigate Questing which is basically, a  community 
treasure hunt. Upon reading Questing by Delia Clark and Steven Glazer, I was hooked. This is a recreational 
activity which crosses the curriculum, itôs up to you to decide what you want others to explore on the quest. 

 The whole idea behind Questing is to strengthen the community. ñQuesting emerged from our       
suspicion that a great way to build peopleôs sense of place would be to invite them out into the landscape to 
play.ò In a nutshell, you follow rhyming clues on a map to a treasure box and once there, sign in and leave a 
message. The three parts of a Quest are clues, map and treasure box.   

 As an educational adventure, students begin by studying community maps which could be historical 
or modern and deciding which areas hold a special interest of significance.  Once a site or theme is selected, 
members conduct research and talk to people in the community to learn more. They create maps and write 
poetic clues to include some of the most important information they discovered in their research. The students then hide their     
treasure box with a list of fun facts and suggestions for activities in the area. 

 Questing helps you: 

¶ Pay more attention to the world around you 

¶ Look beyond the surface 

¶ Study history 

¶ Observe and create a physical description 

 

Questing takes you step by step through the process of creating a Quest. It includes the story of Questing, how to choose a route and 
site, the varieties of Quest, ideas across the curriculum, how to research, write clues and make maps. It could incorporate the use of 
GPS (Geo Caching), but is not necessary.  Because my background is History, I viewed Questing in a historical perspective. How-
ever, it would be perfect for Language Arts (writing poetry and research), Science (discovering Physical and Life science), Mathe-
matics (require math skills in clues),  

Most important, Questing is Place ï Based which is fortunately our new trend in education.  
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¶ Rise to a higher level of thinking and learning 

¶ Self-evaluate your work 

¶ Incorporate Primary and Secondary sources 

¶ ñBe careless of nothing, See what you seeò 

Winners of the Island Queen bay fishing and Mustang 

Island dolphin tour excursions out of  Port Aransas.  

Kris Barnet was the 

Grand Prize winner for 

the night. He received 

two nights at the Omni 

Bay Front Hotel in 

Corpus Christi. 

MANY THANKS TO ALL: 

¶ Presenters for all their hard work!! 

¶ Island Queen and Mustang Island Excursions 

¶ Omni Bay Front Hotel 

¶ All others who brought prizes!! 

¶ But mostly...THANK YOU...our members!!! 
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